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March Minutes 
14 Comrades attended the March meeting.  The 

meeting started off on a sad note as the Charter 

was draped for Comrade Harry Radtke who 

passed away on March 26, 2009.  The elections 

were done and the new officers starting July 1, 

2009 are Commander Daniel Schlegel, Sr Vice 

Jim Heimann, Jr Vice Jim Birler,  Quartermaster 

Ken Puls, Chaplain/Service Officer Paul  

Bollman, Adjutant Ken Guild.  A motion was 

made that we donate $100.00 for the new Vietnam 

Memorial Center in Washington, D.C.  It was 

seconded and passed.  A motion was made that we 

donate money to the Cub Scouts and after the 

discussion it was decided to table the motion until 

next month.  There was no new business.  Under 

the Good of the Order the Jr Vice informed the 

Post that the computer that was purchased in 

conjunction with the American Legion was mailed 

to King. 

     The Chaplain/Service Officer Paul Bollman 

informed us that 5 MIAôs had been found.  One in 

Korea and four were in Vietnam. 

 

Buddy Poppy Drive 
  

 The Post will have its Buddy Poppy Drive on 

May 15 thru 17 May 2009.  Volunteers are needed 

to help out with this drive.  If you can afford to 

donate a couple of hours during this fundraiser 

please call either the commander or quartermaster.  

Remember that the funds from this fundraiser go 

into the relief fund and can only be used to help 

veterans in need. 

 

VFW Gift Cards  
 
 The VFW has in place a great fundraiser that 

can be utilized by all the members of the Post.  In 

each issue there is an order form along with a list 

of businesses in the local geographic area that 

honors these gift cards.  All a member has to do is 

order the cards for the desired denomination and 

use them as they would any other gift or credit 

card. 

 

Chaplainôs Corner 
 As we go into the Easter season with the  
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(Chaplainôs Corner Continued) 

Religious observances being held and especially 

celebrating the Resurrection on Easter Sunday, it 

gives us the opportunity to reflect on the meaning 

of the word resurrection.  As Christ rose from the 

dead to lead mankind, we also have an obligation 

to look at the obligations we have made, words 

given, promises made, now we can resurrect the 

activities and carry them out to the end, with 

respect for ourselves, our families, friends and 

Comrades.  Any assistance, involvement and help 

would be greatly appreciated by the officers of 

our VFW Post. 

 The blessings of the Lord be with all of us for 

our loyalty, dedication to each other, our beliefs, 

Country and the VFW.  May God Bless You. 

 

 

Wisconsinôs Veterans 2009 Legislative 

Goals 
Fund the Wisconsin Veterans Museum with 

GPR. 

 Add $1.7 million GPR each year to fund 
the Museum and help extend the solvency 

of the Veterans Trust Fund (VTF) to 2014 

 Veterans receive less that 2% of their 
budget from the state 

 Waiting for the VTF to become insolvent 

will cause a larger problem in the future 

and create a ñcrisis atmosphereò.  This 

problem should be addressed before it 

becomes a crisis. 

 How will veterans programs funded in the 
future? 

 

Reverse the proposed 1% ñtransferò of our 

veteransô fund to the General Fund to help 

balance the state budget. 

 This proposal takes cash from accounts 
that have been struggling for years 

 Veterans receive less than 2% of their 

budget from the state, a 1% lapse is a 50% 

cut back 

 Lapsing this cash will cause deficits in 
programs and services that canôt be made 

up 

 Counties will receive less money to 

support  veterans 

 Taking money from the mortgage loan 
repayment fund will violate contracts 

with private lenders and bond holders 

 Taking money that was donated to help 
veterans or used to provide medications 

and better food at the Homes is wrong 

Exempt the Wisconsin Veterans Home from 

the Bed Tax Increase. 

 The bed Tax and 1% lapse combined 

will take more than $3 million dollars 

from our homes 

 The Bed Tax will not be offset at the 
Homes because they are already at the 

upper limit for federal reimbursement 

 While this tax may make sense for other 
hospitals and homes it does not make 

sense for the veterans homes 

 The 1% lapse and Bed Tax along with 
other labor proposals to eliminate forced 

overtime could seriously impact the 

quality of care 

 Veterans will have no place to go except 

other state or county homes with the loss 

of huge amounts of federal dollars 

                                                      

Contact Your State Representatives 
  

Ask your Representatives to vote NO on the 

new budget.  Remember that we as veterans 

have earned their full support and that they 

should fix this problem now instead of later 

when it will have more impact on us.  The 

representatives for our district are Senator 

Alberta Darling and her office can be reached 

by calling (800) 863-1113 and Representative 

Daniel Knodl at (888) 529-0024. 

 

Some Vets to Get VA Stimulus 

Payment 

 
 The Veterans Affairs Department said 

Thursday it will issue a onetime payment of 

$250 to qualifying veterans as part of its 

stimulus spending. 

 Altogether, the VA said it will spend more 

than $1.4 billion in stimulus money as part of 
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President Barack Obamaôs economic recovery 

plan.  Some of the money will go to hire and train 

1,500 temporary claims processors to help reduce 

a six-month backlog in disability claims, but a 

large amount will go to upgrade veteranôs 

hospitals and cemeteries across the country. 

 The $250 payments will be issued as early as 

June.  To be eligible, a veteran must have 

received a qualifying compensation between 

November of last year and January.  It is 

estimated that $700 million will be spent in 

payments. 

 The approximate billion in construction 

projects range from $550,000 to relocate a sleep 

lab in Northport, NY, to $1.1 million to replace 

roads and gutters in a facility in Battle Creek, MI.  

About $50 million will go to improve veteranôs 

cemeteries, with projects ranging from about 

$9,000 for a lawn tractor for Indiantown Gap 

National Cemetery in Pennsylvania to $28,500 for 

a casket carrier in Black Hills, SD. 

 

Great Escape 

I know or believe that the majority of veterans 

have seen the movie Great Escape starring Steve 

McQueen.  However; did you know that on 

March 24, 1944 allied prisoners begin the Great 

Escape at Stalag Luft III?  The camp was built so 

that it would deter escapes with raised barracks, 

sandy soil, and high fences, Stalag Luft III saw 

two of World War's greatest escapes. In October 

1943, Lieutenant Michael Codner, Flight 

Lieutenant Eric Williams, and Flight Lieutenant 

Oliver Philpot escaped after utilizing a wooden 

vaulting horse to cover their tunneling activities. 

The following spring, the camp's Escape 

Committee (X Organization) conducted a mass 

escape on the night of March 24/25, 1944. 

Beginning with three tunnels designated Tom, 

Dick, and Harry; X focused their efforts on Tom. 

Just short of completion, Tom was discovered by 

the Germans in September 1943. Turning their 

attention to Harry, X completed the tunnel by 

March. On a moonless night, 76 men successfully 

escaped from the camp. Of the escapees, all but 

three were recaptured. Angered by the mass 

escape, Hitler ordered 50 of the escapees shot and 

the rest were sent back to camps around 

Germany. 

This month in April  

 April 1, 1865 - During the U.S. Civil 

War, Confederate troops of Gen. George 

Pickett were defeated and cut off at Five 

Forks, Virginia. 

 April 3, 1865 - The Confederate capital 
of Richmond surrendered to Union forces 

after the withdrawal of Gen. Robert E. 

Lee's troops. 

 April 8, 1913 - The 17th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution was ratified 

requiring direct popular election of U.S. 

senators. 

 April 9, 1865 - After 500,000 American 

deaths, the U.S. Civil War effectively 

ended as Gen. Robert E. Lee surrendered 

to Gen. Ulysses S. Grant in the village of 

Appomattox Court House. 

 April 10, 1942 - During World War II in 

the Pacific, the Bataan Death March 

began as American and Filipino prisoners 

were forced on a six day march from an 

airfield on Bataan to a camp near 

Cabanatuan 

 April 10, 1945 - The Nazi concentration 
camp at Buchenwald was liberated by 

U.S. troops. Located near Weimar in 

Germany, Buchenwald was established 

in July of 1937 to hold criminals and was 

one of the first major concentration 

camps 

 April 12, 1861 - The U.S. Civil War 
began as Confederate troops under the 

command of Gen. Pierre Beauregard 

opened fire at 4:30 a.m. on Fort Sumter 

in Charleston, South Carolina 

 April 12, 1945 - President Franklin D 
Roosevelt died suddenly at Warm 

Springs, Georgia. 

 April 14, 1865 - President Abraham 

Lincoln was shot and mortally wounded 

while watching a performance of Our 

American Cousin at Ford's Theater in 
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  Washington. 

 April 15, 1912 - In the icy waters off 
Newfoundland, the luxury liner Titanic 

with 2,224 persons on board sank at 2:27 

a.m. after striking an iceberg just before 

midnight 

 April 18,  1775 - The Midnight Ride of 

Paul Revere and William Dawes occurred 

as the two men rode out of Boston about 

10 p.m. to warn patriots at Lexington and 

Concord of the approaching British 

 April 18, 1942 - The first air raid on 
mainland Japan during World War II 

occurred as Gen. James Doolittle led a 

squadron of B-25 bombers taking off from 

the carrier Hornet to bomb Tokyo and 

three other cities. 

 April 19, 1775 - At dawn in 
Massachusetts, about 70 armed militiamen 

stood face to face on Lexington Green 

with a British advance guard unit. An 

unordered 'shot heard around the world' 

began the American Revolution 

 April 19, 1989 - Forty seven U.S. sailors 
were killed by an explosion in a gun turret 

on the USS Iowa during gunnery exercises 

in the waters off Puerto Rico 

 April 19, 1995 - At 9:02 a.m., a massive 

car-bomb explosion destroyed the entire 

side of a nine story federal building in 

Oklahoma City 

 April 21, 1836 - The Battle of San Jacinto 
between Texans led by Sam Houston and 

Mexican forces led by Santa Anna took 

place near present day Houston 

 April 21, 1918 - During World War I, the 
Red Baron (Manfred von Richtofen) was 

shot down and killed during the Battle of 

the Somme. He was credited with 80 kills 

in less than two years, flying a red Fokker 

triplane. Allied pilots recovered his body 

and buried him with full military honors. 

 April 22, 1889 - The Oklahoma land rush 

began at noon with a gunshot signaling the 

start of a mad dash by thousands of settlers 
seeking to claim part of nearly two million 

acres made available by the federal 

government 

 April 26, 1944 - Federal troops seized 
the Chicago offices of Montgomery 

Ward and removed its chairman after his 

refusal to obey President Roosevelt's 

order to recognize a CIO union 

 April 26, 1986 - At the Chernobyl 

nuclear power plant in the Ukraine, an 

explosion resulted in a meltdown of the 

nuclear fuel and a radioactive cloud 

spreading into the atmosphere, eventually 

covering most of Europe 

 April 27, 1865 - On the Mississippi 
River, the worst steamship disaster in 

U.S. History occurred as an explosion 

aboard the Sultana killing nearly 2,000 

passengers, mostly Union soldiers who 

had been prisoners of war and were 

returning home 

 April 30, 1789 - George Washington 
became the first U.S. President as he was 

administered the oath of office on the 

balcony of Federal Hall at the corner of 

Wall and Broad Streets in New York 

 

A Stunning Senior Moment 
A self-important college freshman walking, 

along the beach took it upon himself to explain 

to a senior citizen resting on the steps why it was 

impossible for the older generation to understand 

his generation. ñYou grew up primitive in a 

different world, actually an almost primitive 

oneò the student said loud enough for others to 

hear.  ñThe young people of today grew up with 

television, jet planes, space travel, man walking 

on the moon.  We have nuclear energy, ships and 

cell phones, computers with light speedéand 

many more.ò  After a brief silence, the senior 

citizen responded as follows.  ñYouôre right son.  

We didnôt have those things when we were 
youngéso we invented them.  Now, you 

arrogant little sh*t what are you doing for the 

next generation?ò  The applause was amazing!! 

 

Next Meeting 
Remember the next meeting will be on April 27, 

2009 in the American Legion Hall located at 

N120W15932 Freistadt Road.  There will be 

refreshments served after the meeting. 

   

  Darrell Brown 

  Commander 
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