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Post Officers Telephone Numbers and E-

mail Addresses 
Darrell Brown       Commander    262-251-9037 

E-mail:  db1072413@aol.com 

Jim Heimann         Sr Vice Cdr 262-377-2613 

E-mail:  brddog51@yahoo.com 

Jim Roberts Jr Vice Cdr  

E-mail: 

Ken Puls Quartermaster 262-251-0256 

E-mail:  kpuls3@wi.rr.com 

Paul Bollman Chaplain/ 262-628-0469 

 Service Officer 

E-mail:  paulbow@charter.net 

Daniel Schlegel Adjutant 262-251-4480 

E-mail:   
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process of reading them.  The Voice of Democracy 

Chairman reported that there are 6 contestants this 

year.   

Comrade Danny OôToole was released from the 

hospital after his knee replacement on Friday the 

24
th
 of October.   

The Commander reported on his visit at the 

National Childrenôs Home in Eaton Rapids, MI 

over the weekend of 24 ï 26 Oct.  If you are ever 

in the area you should stop in and visit the home. 

 

DUES 

As the continuous members are aware the dues for 

this year are due.  They remain at $25.00 and I am 

asking that you send them to P. O. Box 92, 

Germantown, WI 53022 as soon as possible so that 

the Post can once again become 100% in 

membership. 

 

ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the August Meeting 

Thirteen comrades attended the May 28, 2008 

meeting.  Last monthôs minutes could not be read 

as the Adjutant was absent.  The Quartermaster 

report was read and a motion was made to accept 

the report pending an audit, it was seconded and 

the motion carried.  The Post had a new Comrade 

Ralph Tautges installed at the meeting by the 

Commander.  This year the Patriotôs Pen Essay has 

a total of 91 contestants and the judges are in the 

The annual banquet will be held on 28 Feb 08.  

Cocktails will be from 1300 hrs to 1400 hrs, 

with the dinner following.  Awards will be made 

at around 1500 hrs. 

CHAPLAINS CORNER  
As we enter the Season of Thanksgiving, we 

should thank God for the blessings he has 

provided us.  The partners He provided, we should 

not take for granted; we should include them in 

our activities.  The choice we were given to 

belong to our fraternal organization (VFW) come 

with an obligation of being an active member to 

assist in the running of the organization and in the 

activities and charitable works with the children 

and others less fortunate than ourselves. 

The giving of monies is admirable, but the  
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  Continued from page 1 

CHAPLAINS continued 

attendance and participation in the various 

activities is a great repayment of the blessings we 

have received.  Remember Gods Love for us is 

perfect, He has given us the free will to decide our 

lives, lets do it together as a Family Unit within 

our great State and Country. 

As Gods children, I ask His blessing at this time 

of year for all of us and our families. 

Reverend Paul Bollmann 

Chaplain/Service Officer 

COMRADES ON ACTIVE DUTY  

 
 

The above picture was taken at Illesheim, 

Germany when Commander Brown was visiting 

his son who is stationed in Illesheim.  The 

Comrades in the above picture are Comrades of 

Germantown Memorial Post 9202 and are 

currently stationed at Illesheim, Germany.  From 

left to right are Life Member Comrade John 

Brown, Comrade Aaron Lewis, Commander 

Darrell Brown, and Comrade David Whittaker.  

These comrades had just returned from their 

second deployment in Iraq. 

Potential Benefit to Those in Financial Distress 

Veterans with conventional home loans now have 

new options for refinancing to a Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA) guaranteed home loan.  

These new options are available as a result of the 

Veteransô Benefits Improvement Act of 2008, 

which the President signed into law on October 

10, 2008. 

ñThese changes will allow VA to assist a 

substantial number of veterans with subprime 

mortgages refinance into a safer, more affordable, 

VA guaranteed loan,ò said Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs Dr. James B. Peake.  ñVeterans in 

financial distress due to high rate subprime 

mortgages are potentially the greatest 

beneficiaries.ò 

VA has never guaranteed subprime loans.  

However, as a result of the new law VA can now 

help many more veterans who currently have 

subprime loans. 

The new law makes changes to VAôs home loan 

refinancing program.  Veterans who wish to 

refinance their subprime or conventional 

mortgage may now do so for up to 100 percent of 

the value of the property.  These types of loans 

were previously limited to 90 percent of the value. 

Additionally, Congress raised VAôs maximum 

loan amount for these types of refinancing loans.  

Previously, these refinancing loans were capped at 

$144,000.  With the new legislation, such loans 

may be made up to $729,750 depending on where 

the property is located. 

Increasing the loan-to-value ratio and raising the 

maximum loan amount will allow more qualified 

veterans to refinance through VA, allowing for  

NEW LAW  

Veterans and active-duty military not in 

uniform can now render the military-style hand 

salute during the playing of the national 

anthem, thanks to changes in federal law that 

took effect this month. 

ñThe military salute is a unique gesture of 

respect that marks those who have served in our 

nationôs armed forces,ò said Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs Dr. James B. Peake.  ñThis 

provision allows the application of that honor in 

all events involving our nationôs flag.ò 

The new provision improves upon a little 

known change in federal law last year that 

authorized veterans to render the military-style 

hand salute during the raising, lowering or 

passing of the flag, but did not address salutes 

during the national anthem.  Last Yearôs 

provision also applied to members of the armed 

forces while not in uniform. 

Traditionally, members of the nationôs veteranôs 

Continued on page 3 
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Potential Benefit to Those in Financial Distress 

savings on interest costs or even potentially 

avoiding foreclosure. 

Originally set to expire at the end of October, 

VAôs authority to guaranty Adjustable Rate 

Mortgages (ARMS) and Hybrid ARMs was also 

extended under this new law through September 

30, 2012.  Unlike conventional ARMs and hybrid 

ARMs, VA limits interest rate increases on these 

loans from year to year, as well as over the life of 

the loans. 

Since 1944, when home loan guaranties were 

offered with the original GI Bill, VA has 

guaranteed more than 18 million home loans worth 

over $911 billion.  This year, about 180,000 

veterans, active duty service members, and 

survivors received loans valued at about $36 

billion. 

For more information, or to obtain help from a VA 

Loan Specialist, veterans may call VA at 1-877-

827-3702 or visit www.homeloans.va.gov. 

 

  

service organizations have rendered the hand-

salute during the national anthem and at events 

involving the national flag while wearing their 

organizationôs official head-gear. 

The most recent change, authorizing hand-

salutes during the national anthem by veterans 

and out-of-uniform military personnel, was 

sponsored by Sen. Jim Inhofe of Oklahoma, an 

Army veteran.  It was included in the Defense 

Authorization Act of 2009. Which President 

Bush signed on Oct. 14. 

The earlier provision authorizing hand-salutes 

for veterans and out-of-uniform military 

personnel during the raising, lowering or passing 

of the flag was contained in the National 

Defense Authorization Act of 2008, which took 

effect Jan. 28, 2008. 

VFW GIFT CARD PROGRAM  

The Holiday Season is fast approaching, making it 

a great time to get involved with the VFW Gift 

Card Program.  You can help support your Post 

and the Department of Wisconsin VFW by 

participating in this program.  The gift cards 

spend as if they were hard cash and they can also 

be given as a gift to the recipient of your thoughts.  

By using the gift cards you will be helping the 

Post financially and it will not cost you any extra 

money out of your pocket.  Simply use the order 

form in this letter to request your gift cards.  The 

businesses who are participating in this program 

are also listed in this letter. 

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY AND 

PATRIOTôS PEN WINNERS 
 

The winners of the Voice of Democracy are as 

follows: 

 

Place  Name                   School         Grade 

 

1
st
      Ana Osowski   Homestead HS            12

th
   

2
nd

     Samantha Decker ï Germantown HS  11
th
  

3
rd
     Daniel Ries ï Germantown HS             11

th
 

 

The Patriotôs Pen has five contestants that will 

move up to the District level but we will only 

recognize the three top winners and they are as 

follows: 

 

Place  Name                   School         Grade 

 

1
st
    Emily Uecker           St. Boniface           7

th
 

2
nd

   Natalie Del Ponte    St. Boniface           6
th
 

3
rd
   Nina L. Balistreri     St. Boniface           7

th
 

4
th
   Kris Cotes                St. Boniface            6

th
 

5
th
   Maddie Kellner        St. Boniface            6

th
 

       

 

From the Commander 

I wish you all a safe and pleasant Thanksgiving.  

Enjoy this festive season as you have earned from 

your selfless service to your country.  Hope you had 

an enjoyable Veteranôs Day and that people thank 

you for your service. 

 

Next Post Meeting 

We will meet again on Monday, November 24, 

2008 at 7:00 PM (1900) in the American Legion 

Hall, N120W15932 Freistadt Rd, Germantown.  
After the meeting Refreshments will be served by 

our Ladies Auxiliary.  Hope you all can make the 

next meeting 

 

Darrell Brown 

(262) 251-9037 

 

http://www.homeloans.va.gov/
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