
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE US 
DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA 

 
GENERAL ORDER 9                                           APRIL 2011 
 
1.  Final Membership Push:  District and post commanders need to make one more big push for 
membership in 2010-2011.  If each comrade in the state were to sign up only one new member, the 
department would double in size. 
 
2.  Post Elections:  Attention is directed to Section 217 of the National By-Laws and Manual of 
Procedure covering the nomination, election, and installation of Post Officers. Quartermasters or 
Adjutants must complete and return the election forms to National Headquarters and Department 
Headquarters immediately following the election of Post Officers.  If the Post Quartermaster did not 
receive the National packet, contact the Department Headquarters at 919-828-5058 or 
qm@nc.vfwwebmail.com in order to be sent another copy.  In completing the "Report of Election of 
Post Officers" make sure all information (names, addresses, telephone numbers plus the area codes) has 
been correctly listed.  Post Officers shall be installed into their respective offices at a regular or special 
meeting held prior to the Department Convention (16-19 June 2011), but shall not assume their duties 
until the Department Commander is installed.  There is a blank election report form included in this 
mass mailing. Distribution of the report is 1 copy to post, 1 copy to district, 1 copy to department, 
and the original copy to National. 
 
3.  District Elections:  Each District will hold its annual District Convention (Spring Meeting) for the 
purpose of electing officers, on the date designated by the Department Commander.  This date has been 
so designated as each District’s normal April/May district meeting.  Immediately following the District 
Convention, an election report listing the new officers must be made to Department Headquarters.  Posts 
will elect delegates and alternates to the District Conventions at a regular meeting of the Post, held no 
later than thirty (30) days prior to the District Convention - one (1) delegate and one (1) alternate for 
each thirty (30) members or fraction thereof in good standing for 2011 at the time of the meeting.  
District Commanders and Adjutants will receive a packet from Department Headquarters detailing the 
number of delegate votes allotted to each post and the procedures to follow for a correct District 
election. 
 
4. State Convention:  The State Convention will be held in Raleigh at the North Raleigh Hilton Hotel, 
June 17-19 2011.  The outgoing Council of Administration will also meet on Thursday afternoon, the 
16th.  The telephone number for reservations is 1-800-445-8667, and tell the reservations clerk you want 
code VFO.  The hotel deadline date to insure that rooms are available is May 17.  A reservation form is 
included in this mass mailing.   
 
5.  State Convention Delegate Fees:  Attention is called to Article VIII, Section 4:  "Each member of 
the Department (State) Convention entitled to vote shall pay a registration fee not to exceed $3.00.  Each 
Post shall pay a registration fee not to exceed $3.00 for each Post delegate to the Department 
Convention."  Delegate credential forms to the Department Convention will be mailed in early April to 
all Post Quartermasters according to the number of delegate votes to which they are entitled.  Posts must 
register ALL delegates or the Posts may not vote any of them.  Also, Posts must pay the Delegate Fees 
whether or not any delegates attend the Convention. 
 
6.  State Convention Resolutions:   If your post wishes to change the Department By-Laws or the 
National By-Laws or to change VFW National policy, it must submit a Resolution detailing the desired 
change.  Resolutions to be considered by the Department Convention must be submitted in triplicate   



 
(3 copies) through the District Commander to the Department Adjutant at least twenty (20) days prior to 
the Convention. 
 
7.  National Convention:  The 112th National Convention will be held in San Antonio, Texas, from 27 
August-1 September 2011.  To make a reservation, visit the VFW website at www.vfw.org or mail your 
reservation form to the address on the form or telephone the VFW Housing Bureau.  A reservation form 
is included in this mass mailing.  North Carolina state headquarters will be at the Marriot Rivercenter 
Hotel   
 
8.  All-State Post Eligibility:   North Carolina has been allotted a maximum of twenty-four (24) All-
State Post Commanders and Quartermasters.  These awards will be determined by the total membership 
as reported to Department Headquarters by the VFW National Headquarters computer statistics on May 
15, 2011 at close of business.  Buddy Poppy sales, Voice of Democracy, Patriot Pen, Teacher of the 
Year, community service reporting, National Military Services donations, and attendance at district 
meetings as well as membership, will determine the winners.   
 
9.  Loyalty Day Event:  All Posts are urged to plan a Loyalty Day Observance on May 1. 
 
10.  Buddy Poppy Campaign:  Commanders on all levels should be well into organizing their 2011 
Memorial Day Buddy Poppy Sales.  Poppies are currently available from Department Headquarters at 
$109.00 per thousand with 500 as the minimum order.  Commanders/Quartermasters are cautioned to 
use the current Buddy Poppy Order Form, and include $5.00 shipping and handling.  Poppy supplies, 
such as vests or collection cans, are no longer available from Department Headquarters. You need to 
order these directly from the Emblem & Supply catalog.  Poppies themselves cannot be ordered from 
National Headquarters.  Posts planning to distribute Poppies on Memorial Day must order now to insure 
they receive them in time. 
    
11.  Visitors to Post Canteens:  Posts are under no obligation to serve any persons in their Canteen, 
except for their own Post comrades and auxiliary members.  However, Article 16, Section 9 of the 
Department By-Laws points out that Posts may (if they wish) also admit other VFW members, armed 
forces members, Auxiliary members, and guests.  The word “Auxiliary” in that Section now pertains to 
Men’s Auxiliary members as well as Ladies Auxiliary members.  If a post normally allows entry and 
service to visiting VFW comrades or Ladies Auxiliary sisters, they should also allow entry and service 
to visiting Men’s Auxiliary members.  In order to prove that a visitor is a member of the VFW or one of 
its Auxiliaries, he/she should be required to show a valid membership card.   “Guests” must have a 
member sponsor who stays in the facility with the guest, and the guest must be signed in. 
 
12.  Revealing VFW business to non-VFW personnel:  All comrades are reminded that it is a 
violation of Article IX, Section 902(8) of the VFW National By-Laws to divulge any of the private 
business of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States with the intent or effect of embarrassing 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars or members thereof.  Divulging the private business of the VFW may 
result in disciplinary action by the Department Commander, the result of which may include 
punishments from a reprimand to termination of membership in the VFW. 
 
13.   State By-Laws:  The current version of the state by-laws (with a gray cover, annotated 2010) is 
available at department headquarters for $2.00, which includes shipping.     
 
14.   National By-Laws:  The 2010-11 version of the national by-laws and manual of procedure (with a 
bright blue cover) is available at department headquarters for $10.00, which includes shipping. 



 
15.   Endorsing Candidates for VFW Offices:  Comrades acting as Department Representatives at 
District meetings are cautioned that they should not endorse any particular individual running for VFW 
office, unless they make it clear to all concerned that they are endorsing the person in their capacity as 
an individual comrade and not in their capacity as a Department Representative.  Department 
Representatives are official stand-in’s for the Department Commander, and must reflect the neutrality of 
his position as the Commander. 
  
16.  Fund-Raisers:  Posts, Districts, and Conferences are reminded that, in accordance with the 
National By-Laws, they may only conduct fund-raisers within their geographical boundaries.  Posts may 
conduct fund-raisers only in and around their post membership area.  Districts may only conduct fund-
raisers within the counties of their district.  Conferences may only conduct fund-raisers within the 
counties of their districts.  The Department may only conduct fund-raisers within the state of North 
Carolina. 
 
17. Downloadable Online Forms:  Many National and Department forms of interest to Post 
Quartermasters and Adjutants can now be found at the Department Website at www.vfwnc.org under the 
“Tools” tab. 
 
18. Roster changes: None at this time. 
 
   
         BY ORDER OF: 
 
          
         DOUGLAS L. SEAY 
         STATE COMMANDER 
OFFICIAL: 
 
 
 
M. BRUCE EDWARDS 
STATE ADJUTANT/QUARTERMASTER 


